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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 


XtjfTTAJtr 13 , I 960 . 

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives. 

We, the undersigned members of the Special Commission on 
Communism, Subversive Activities and Related Matters within 
he Commonwealth, authorized to make a study and investigation 
inder a resolve approved in 1953, herewith submit its twelfth and 
inal report. 

Respectfully submitted, 

PHILIP G. BOWKER, 

Chairman. 

JOHN T. TYNAN, 

Vice-Chairman^ 

GEORGE W. CASHMAN. 

JAMES W. HENNIGAN, Jr. 

ROGER A. SALA. 


TWELFTH AND FINAL REPORT OF THE SPECIAL 
COi-EMISSION ON COMLMUNES1L SUBVERSIVE 
ACTIVITIES AND RELATED BLATTERS WITHIN 
THE COiEMONWE-ALTK. 


This is the cwefftBi and final repcrc m Emit Homoe'dife Bodies «f 
this Special Commission to study and investigate Commmfiam and 
subversive activities and related matters in the- Commnmweaidn 

In its eleventh; report,, filed January 27„ IS-iR the CeassssEsEuao. 
requested an extension or a year. Your EronorahUe Bodies gESffli&ad 
the extension. 

The Commission's request, for extension was based upon due hope 
that the Congress of the United States would s.m^nd dse Smith; Art 
and give back concurrent jurisdiction to the State to psoaswe £&r 
sedition against the United States. 

The Commonwealth of MLassacEmsetts,, throegfe your HonoeaMe 
Bodies, memorialized Congress to puss resofedocs preserving to 
the States the right to enforce legislation against treason^ sedition 
and subversive activities. We quote below the resotodans: 

V' ierea.% The Supreme Court of the Umhed States Em. the <ra ase o£ Eteco^fcaam 
versus Nelson, decided April A IQea, held that Compass has smparaaiad the pa*wer 
of the states to prosecute for sedition •>.|rv:rr!«r. tire United! Scatesj gad 

IFAeretn. The court based Eta dedann om m im p lied Ernrert ax Goapess whacEi 
would be negatived by am express provinoii Em the law showing no interne ta super¬ 
sede; and 

Whereas. The decision of the court fraa made it EmgiMHUife fine the mmmMrEWgaMtt 
fully to protect its government and its people against sihversfve poepe; theranore 
be it 

Resolaeti, That the General Court of IJEiaaiehnsetta respectfully nips the Gam- 
peas of the United States to enact lepsiatiom to preserve cm the states the eaptc k> 
enforce legislation against treason, sedition aaf subversive activities; and he it 
further 

Reschea, That the General Court of Massachusetts respectfully imps the Com- 
pess of the United States to amend the Smith At of nineteen, hundred and forty 
to show aa intent of Congress not to supersede the power of the States to prosecute 
sedition against the United States; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent forthwith: by the Secretary ce 
State to the President of the United States, pi die preading smear of each u ra u cs 
of the ConpesB, and to each of the members thereof from, this ComTionweahh. 




6 HOUSE —No. 2419. [Jan.. 

Members of your Commission appeared before a committee of 
the Congress of the United States in support, of the above resolu¬ 
tions and it was hopeful a year ago, when the extension was re¬ 
quested, that the United States Congress would act. No such 
resolutions to preserve to the States the right to enforce legisla¬ 
tion against treason, sedition and subversive activities has since 
been passed. 

The effect of the Nelson decision was to suspend state laws re¬ 
garding criminal subversion and resulted in the dismissal of indict¬ 
ments in the courts of this Commonwealth against individuals 
charged with subversive acts against the United States. 

The Commission is still firmly of the opinion that is is essential 
and vital to the welfare of the individual States to guard against 
subversion and boring from within. It is the opinion of the Com¬ 
mission that state legislatures should have concurrent jurisdiction 
with the Federal government with respect to the enactment of 
laws regarding subversion. It also feels that investigations such 
as this Commission has conducted are essential and profitable. An 
enlightened Legislature is a more efficient Legislature. And the 
Legislature owes to itself the obligation to investigate and be in¬ 
formed of those parties and organizations which have for their 
purposes the violent overthrow of our nation and our Common¬ 
wealth. 

The Commission believes that the investigation it made and the 
information it secured and published was of real value to the Com¬ 
monwealth, its Legislature and its citizens. It recommends the 
issue is of such vitality that a further commission be created with 
the powers and duties similar to this Commission which now passes 
out of existence. 

Upon recommendations of this Commission the Legislature set 
up a Division of Subversive Activities within the Department of 
Public Safety. This division is headed by Captain Daniel I. Murphy 
of the State Police. It is an efficient body and it is absolutely man¬ 
datory that this Division be continued. 


19.59. | 
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MINORITY REPORT OF WTLLLAM L RANDALL. 


I agree in general with the report of ther tomm : -t-Ioa bent do> iwi* 
believe that still another commi-sion be ereated with the sexae 
powers and duties as this commission. I do o*>t see h*>w & j&ew 
commission can do anything that the old commission *61 moc do. 
Further, it seems to- me the whole .-uhfeet or ecu tbL 

state has been thoroughly looked at ami that further Inve-thradoE 
is not called for. 


WTLLLA.M L RANDALL 
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to ^director, fbi (100-405669) 

.- , ••' i, V - 

FROM! •; SACj BOSTON (100-28770) 

■■' • - • S "‘C- 


SPECIAL COMMISSION TO STUD! AND 



INVESTIGATE COMMUNISM AND SUBVERSIVE 
ACTIVITIES AND RELATED MATTERS WITHIN THE 
C0MM0NWEALTH t aka Massachusetts Commission 
on Communism 


Re Boaton alrtel 2/10/58. 


Captain £^H|HHHH|^HHFDireot or of tho Division of 
Subversive Activities, State Houae, Boaton, Mass., advised 
6/4/59 that legislation had been sponsored by the 
Arohdiooesan Counoil of Cathollo Men and Women to,revive 
the so-oalled Maaaaohusetta Coraralasior^r^oraraunisra, which » , 
had ooaaed to exist on 2/l/59» Capt stated that (7; 

the legislation!; was passed by both the House and Senate 
of tho Commonwealth of Mass*, and on 6/2/59 Governor POSTER 
FUR00L0 signed the resolve reviving and oontlnulng the 
commission for another year#*.. 

Nb Bppolntmenbshayo been made to the Commission as yet, aooord 
to CaptalnJHHH^ The Bureau will be advised of the • 
Identities or members of the Commission when their appointments 
are made#*, j ' v ‘ 
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Re Boston letter to the Bureau daW dime ®4 

:%^2- : <! - Mmmama^aa^ 


Boston; Hassaohusetts; advised that Representative 
QEOROB Bf THOMPSON/ Sirampsoottj Massachusetts has been 
appointed to the above 0omission as a member of the 
House of Representatives in the plaoe of Reprosentatiyi 
WILLIAM Tf RANDALL, y^o resigned* '' 
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THE C0MKGNW12ALTI1 OF MASSACHUSETTS 


LETTER OP TRANSMITTAL 


January 22 , i 960 

TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
We, the underalpned uioiiibors of the Special Comm 1 a u 1 on on Cornu uniem, 
Subversive Actlvltleo and Related Matters within the Commonwealth, 
authorized to make a ntudy and Invontlratlon under n reaolve approved 
In 1953» end further oontlnued and revived by Chapter 51 °f the 
Reaolven of I959 t herewith nubtnlt 1 to thirteenth report. 

neepaotful1y nubmlt tod, 

Chairman 

Vice Chairmen 


nh'.i» 


t me 1 'b'' 

in i« K - 


IftC- 


THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


THIRTEENTH REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION ON COMMUNISM, 

SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES AND RELATED MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH. 

This la the thirteenth report to YOUR HONORABLE BODIES of the 
Speolel ConmilBalon to Otudy and Investigate Communion) and Subvereive 
Actlvltleo and Related Matters In the Comeonwealth. 

The forces of subverolon are atlll active, diligent and persevering. 
ConmunlBn: in otlll allvo and alert. In numbers the Party la emallj 
In zeal Its threat la vibrant. It beara oonstant watching. 

Your Comroloeion believes that continued log! alatlve Inquiry Into 
forces that would ar-ek the violent overthrow of our national and state 
governments 1 r eanontlal for the preservation of our welfare and our way 
of life. It bellovou thf t 1 tu existence 1 a a deterrent to the recruiting 
of new members to Bubvernive organizeLions and a handicap to the spread 
of their false doctrines. It acknowledges the great aid whHi It has 
received by the inveetigatlone of the division of Subvereive Activities 
of the Department of Public Safety under the direction of Captain Daniel I 
Murphy, 

Your Commission respectfully but firmly asks for an extension of ; la 
authority and obligations. It requaots that it bo continued in existence 
by the ©nsotment of the attached proposed resolution marked "Appendix A M , 
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.. ..V^MkRe'.Poston litter dated Vuly .14# ,19! 

- •■* •"■ On Jan. 26; 1960 ^Captain* 
Dlreotop of the Division of Subversive Aotlv; 
House, Boston, Maos,, advised that the presei 
of the Commission are as follows v 

•* iV' ■ ‘ 

Senator RICHARD R. CAPLE8’, Chairmai 
Senator- JOHN F. PARKER- 
Representative JOHN J. TYNAN, VIoe 
Representative.ROQER A. 8ALA; 
Representative r aE 0 RQE b. Thomson 
R epresentative RALPH W, CARTWRIOHT 
The Honorable aSORQE W. CASHMAN 
Attorney THOMAS H, BRESNAHAN, Coum 
Commission 


The Commission forwarded to the Senate and House 
of Representatives of Massachusetts a letter of transmittal 
dated Jan, 22 , i960, submitting its 13 th report, 

u^..*** The 13 th report of the Commission stated that the 
foroes of subversion are still aotive, diligent and persevering 
Communism Is still alive and alert ^'In’numbers'the Party is 
smalli in seal its threat is vibrant, It bears oonstant 

wfete, WfS■ 

- K The Commission then requested tnat. the Senate and 

House of Representatives oontlnue the Commission on Communism, 
This resolve was signed by ; all . the members of the Commission 
and filed with tfoe Clerk pf the House 011 Jani 23, 1960,% 

4 \ i The Burehu will, be advised' of any. further informa- 


egardlng any aotion taken 1 on this resolye and 
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In view of the sensitivity of this.informant, the utmost 
care must be utilized to carefully protect the identity 
of the informant, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past. 


The above information is CONFIDENTIAL and should not be 
made public except in a usual proceeding following the 
issuance of a subpoena duces tecum. 

The person to whom thin mihmn™™ should be directed is 


The interview la as follows 
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In view of the, sensitivity of the informant, the utmost 
care must he utilized to carefully paraphrase this 
information prior to dissemination in order to protect 
the identity of the Informant who has furnished reliable 
information in the past. 
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Informant's report follows; 
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